
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Franzen Families,  
 
 
Upcoming Events: 
The next month will be extra busy at Franzen School.  We are excited to showcase our students many talents.  
Starting at the end of February and running through late April our students will have many opportunities to 

collaborate, extend and celebrate their learning.  I’m very grateful to experience the school talent show that 

occurred on March 2nd.  Many of your students participated and for the first time in a few years the entire 
school was able to view the performance during the school day.  Next week, Monday, March 13th students who 

have already signed up will participate in the first round of our Battle Of The Books!  Our 4th and 5th grade 

chorus will perform for the community on March 22nd sharing their wonderful voices with the rest of us.  The 

annual Education Fair is on April 12th this school year.  This event is open to all students and requires 

students to research a topic outside of school.   On April 27th our school’s Celebration of Learning will take 

place at 6:30pm.  This event brings many families together and invites students to highlight all of their hard 
work from a wonderful school year.  I chose to highlight all of these upcoming events because many of your 
students have been involved in making them successful year after year.  It also speaks to how involved many 
of our families have been in making these events fruitful.  If you need information on any of the events listed 
above please contact your child’s teacher or myself to get you more information.  Thank you to all of our 
supporters that make these events possible.     
 
Behavior Expectations: 
During the last two weeks of school staff members have spent time re-teaching behavior expectations in all 
areas of our building.  I’d like to spend a few moments highlighting some of our topics.  First, students have 
reviewed what it means to respectfully listen for directions and move quietly from hallway to recess.  Recess 
guidelines for safe play and cooperative play have been discussed with all grade levels.  In addition teachers 
have reviewed positive expectations for their classrooms.  In the lunchroom students and their homerooms are 
busy earning a traveling trophy that is awarded daily to the homeroom that completely follows lunchroom 
expectations.  We have also reinforced that electronics or other games should be left at home and not be used 
during the school day.  Students are allowed to bring phones to school as long as they are off and in lockers 
for the duration of the day.  Our students have done a wonderful job being respectful, responsible and safe 
every day at Franzen School.      
 
Parent Input for 2017-2018: 
Parent communication and input are valued at Franzen School.  Parents will have input regarding next year’s 
class placement.  In order to allow input, a short questionnaire will be including in the April Franzen Falcon that 
parents can fill out and return to school.  Reminder, specific requests for teachers will not be part of this 
process and will not be granted.  There will be more information regarding this process in the April Falcon. 
 
Finally, I wish each and every one of you a wonderful spring break!  We will be closed March 27th – March 31st.  
We resume on Monday April 3, 2017.  Please plan accordingly. 
 
Fly Falcons Fly, 
Mr. Jason Taylor 
jtaylor@itasca.k12.il.us  
 

 



 

 

 

 
The following students will be saying the Pledge for the next month: 

 
   Week of 3/7/17   Mrs. Buske’s Class and Mrs. Rosales’ Class  
   Week of 3/13/17   Mrs. Rosales’ Class 
   Week of 3/20/17   Mrs. Rosales’ Class and Mrs. Copot’s Class 
   Week of 4/3/17   Mrs. Copot’s Class 
     
 
    It is the PARENT'S RESPONSIBILITY to call the office when your   

   child is going to be absent or late.  You can call the absent    
   line from 4:30 p.m. until 7:50 a.m. at 630-773-1232 press 5, extension  
   1525.  After 7:50 call the school office and give the information to the  
   secretary.  If you leave a message or talk to the secretary, please give  
   your child's name, reason for absence, teacher, and if you would like to  
   pick up homework. Requests for homework must be made by 9:00 a.m. so 
   the teacher can get it ready.  If you ask for homework, please come and  
   pick it up.   It can be picked up after 2:30 and before 4:00. You must call 
the office every day your child will be out.  School code states we must have contact with a 
parent/guardian within two hours of school starting. If no contact is made we will call all 
emergency number listed and the police if necessary for a well-being check. If you send 
an e-mail to your child’s teacher regarding an absence or change in their after school plans, 
please e-mail the office as well.  Please e-mail jrobertson@itasca.k12.il.us.  Requests for 
homework in advance of a scheduled absence will not be honored. 

 

 

Parents please write a note when your child is not going follow their normal 
routine.  EVEN WALKERS need notes to let us know if they are going home with 

another child or another child is going home with them.  Please give us the names of the 
child/ren going home with your child.  If we don’t hear from you via a phone call, note, 

or e-mail by 12:00 they will go home the normal way. 

 

 

Alternative to birthday treats: 

See Page 38 in the Student/Parent Handbook or the District 10 website for treat 
guidelines.  Any food or candy brought to school will not be distributed and sent back 

home with the student who brought them.  Also, due to latex allergies, please do not 

send balloons. 
 

 

Parents-please check out the Lost and Found table in the front 

hallway.  There are quite a few items on the table.  Anything that is 

not picked up before summer vacation will be donated to Marklund 

Home. 
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Dear Franzen Families,  
 
Your son or daughter will be participating in their PARCC assessment April 4, 5, 6, 11, 12, 13 and 
18.  Important note:  our school will only be testing Tuesdays through Thursdays with no 
assessments on Mondays or Fridays.  Our staff has been preparing our students for this experience 
all school year and we are fully prepared!  All grade levels will be giving one assessment every day.  
These tests will vary in length and will take approximately 60-75 minutes, depending on the 
assessment.  A total of seven assessments will be given.  Three of those will cover English/Language 
Arts and four will cover mathematical concepts.  We will begin our assessments in the morning, so 
it is very important for students to be on time.   
 
What can you do to help your students prepare?  Please tell your student that they will be 
completing these tests at school and they should try their best.  Treat these assessment days as 
routine as possible and contact homeroom teacher for further support.  Please ensure students are 
getting a complete breakfast and plenty of sleep the night before.  Schedule doctor’s visits or other 

appointments for other weeks to ensure students do not have to make up their assessments.  At 
Franzen, our staff will have a few surprises in store to make these weeks less stressful.  In addition, 
plan on experiencing less homework on evenings when testing is occurring.     
 
Finally, one point of clarification for all of our parents.  ALL students are required to take these 
assessments.  There are no ‘opt-out’ provisions and all school districts in the state are being told to 
present students with testing materials every day.  If students are absent from school, every effort 
will be made to make up their assessments when they return from their time away from school.  
Please contact Mr. Taylor if you have further questions on this topic.   
 
Students in all grades will complete their assessments with paper and pencil booklets. 5th grade 
students will take the Science portion of the test on the computer. Regardless of grade level, your 
son or daughter will continue to receive instruction centered on concepts that will be assessed while 
also preparing for features that the assessment itself will present.   

 
As always, please contact me if you have any questions.  On the reverse of this letter I have 
included a document from PARCC detailing a parent checklist to help students prepare.  It will also 
be available on our website in the virtual backpack.  In addition, more information on the future 
assessments can be found here:  parcconline.org/for-parents  

 
Respectfully, 
 
Jason R. Taylor 
jtaylor@itasca.k12.il.us 
 

TESTING SCHEDULE 
 
Week One     Week Two    Week Three 

 

Tuesday  April 4th   Tuesday April 11th   Tuesday April 18th  

Wednesday  April 5th   Wednesday April 12th  

Thursday  April 6th   Thursday  April 13th 

 

No testing on Monday or Friday 

Only one test per day 
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There are three IPTO board vacancies for the 2017-2018 school year: Vice President at 
Benson, Secretary and President. 
 

We are in need of volunteers to fill these open positions. Unfortunately, without a full 
board the organization may dissolve. Please keep in mind that the IPTO funds all field 
trips, assemblies, art assemblies, provides services such as HOT LUNCH  and holds 
events such as Mom/Son Bowling, Father/Daughter Dinner Dance, Back to School Dance, 
and Spring Bingo to name a few. 
  
As stated in the IPTO Constitution and ByLaws, the position descriptions are as follows: 
 

The Vice President shall oversee the committee system of the organization, assist the 
President and chair meetings in the absence of the President. 
 

The Secretary shall record and distribute minutes of all general membership meetings, 
manage communications for the organization, and retain all official records for the 
organization. 
 

The President shall preside at all general membership and Executive Board meetings, 
serve as the official representative of the organization, coordinate the work of the officers 
to promote the organization’s purpose, and serve as the ex-officio member of all 
committees except the nominating committee. In the event of a tie vote at any meeting of 
the organization, its committees, or the Executive Board which includes a vote cast by the 
President, the President shall cast an additional vote to break the tie. 
 

All interested parties should contact Vittoria Carey, a member of the special Nominating 
Committee at vcarey18@prodigy.net. The Nominating Committee will decide on nominees 
in February/ early March. The election of the IPTO Board member officers will take place 
during the next general membership meeting on Thursday, March 9, 2017 in the Franzen 
Media Center. 
 

Please consider joining the board. 
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Hello Franzen Families, 
 
This month we’ve decided to focus on feelings.  Children can sometimes have a difficult time 
expressing themselves.  It can be challenging for them to find the words they need to truly represent 
how they are feeling. By talking and teaching your child about feelings, you will increase their 
emotional vocabulary which will enable them to better communicators.       
The website kiddiematters.com provides recommendations on teaching your child how to become 
better at identifying and expressing their feelings: 

 Sing songs to help young children learn how to express their feelings.  

 Use games and activities to teach children about feelings. 

 Watch kid-friendly videos about feelings.   

 Get into the habit of labeling the feelings you believe your child is experiencing.  

 When you read to your child, discuss how the characters in the story are feeling. 

 When your child does something that upsets someone else, let them know how their behavior 

might make others feel.  

 Model appropriate ways to express feelings to your child.  

 Teach your child appropriate ways to express their emotions.  

 Praise your child when they use words to express their feelings. 

Check out this direct link to read the article in more details http://www.kiddiematters.com/9-ways-to-
teach-children-about-feelings/ 
As always, if you are looking for some guidance or support relating to the area of social emotional, 
please do not hesitate to reach out to us.  If you have any suggestions for topics that you would like to 
see covered in these newsletters, please let us know.  Thank you!  
  
Renata Calderon, School Social Worker 
Jen Gornik, School Counselor 
Milissa Riley, School Social Worker 
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IMPORTANT REMINDERS 

PLEASE READ: 
1. Please make sure your child brings their lunch every day.  We cannot provide your child a lunch if they forget it.  
 We do not have the personnel, materials or time for making your child a lunch.  If you need to drop off your child's 
 lunch, please put their name on it. We get many  lunches and want to make sure your child gets their lunch. 

 
2. When dropping off your child's instrument, please bring it directly to the front hallway under the bulletin board. 
 
3. It is the PARENT'S RESPONSIBILITY to call the office when your child is going to be absent or late.  You can call 

the absent line from 4:30 p.m. until 7:50 a.m. at 630-773-1232 press 5, extension 1525.  After 7:50 call the school 
office and give the information to the secretary.  If you leave a message or talk to the secretary, please give your 
child's name, reason for absence, teacher, and if you would like to pick up homework. Requests for homework must 
be made by 9:00 a.m. so the teacher can get it ready.  If you ask for homework, please come and pick it up.   
It can be picked up after 2:30 and before 3:30. You must  call the office every day your child will be out.  .  If you 
send an e-mail to your child’s teacher regarding an absence or change in their after school plans, please e-mail the 
office as well.  Please e-mail jrobertson@itasca.k12.il.us.  Requests for homework in advance of a scheduled 
absence will not be honored. 

 
4. If you are picking your child/children up early from school, please write a note.  This way the teacher can have  
 them ready along with their homework and you will not have to wait. 
 
5. If you need to make a bus change or sign up as a new rider, please note it will take minimum of 5 school days to 
 make the change.  Please plan accordingly. PARENTS, PLEASE CONTACT THE SCHOOL FIRST BEFORE 
 MAKING ANY DAY CARE ARRANGEMENTS.  A TRANSPORTATION CHANGE FORM MUST BE FILLED OUT 
 BEFORE ANY CHANGES ARE MADE. 
 
6. Franzen School closes at 3:30.  The doors are locked at 3:30 and the office is closed. The Itasca Library and Wood 
 Dale Library have copies of all Franzen's textbooks. 
 
7. Please send an extra set of clothes to school with your child.  They will be going out during the winter and if they do 
 get wet they can change their clothes without having to disturb you at work or home. 
 
8. If you have a new cell phone, work or emergency numbers, please send a note to the office so we can updated our 
 records.  We need current and working phone numbers for all students in case of an emergency. 
 
9. Parents please note the following regarding after school plans: 
 a. If your child rides the bus some days and walks other days unless we get a note from you or a phone call from 
 you, your child will do what they are scheduled to do on those days.  No changes will be made to their normal 
 routine unless we hear from you.   
 b. If your child is normally a walker and they are going home with another student, you will need to write a note 
 telling us that they are going home with another student.  We need notes from both parents even if your child 
 walks home. 
 c. Children who do not normally ride the bus cannot ride the bus to go to a friend's house.  You will have to pick  
 them up and drive them to the friend's house. 
 d. Please call to make any after school changes BEFORE 12:00.  The office gets very busy at dismissal time 
 and there is only 1 secretary in the building at that time. 
 

10. Treats for Special Occasions Treats for Special Occasions -  NO FOOD OR CANDY IS TO BE BROUGHT TO 
SCHOOL FOR BIRTHDAYS OR PARTIES.  See Page 38 in the Student/Parent Handbook or the District 10 
website for treat guidelines.  Any food or candy brought to school will not be distributed and sent back home with 
the student who brought them. 
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Off the Shelf 
Novel News from the Itasca Community Library  

 
 

Upcoming Programs for Franzen Kids (3rd-5th Grade) 
Registration is required unless otherwise noted. You may register for the following programs by stopping by in 
person at the library, calling the library at 630-773-1699, or visiting our website at itascalibrary.org.  All 
programs are free, and a library card is not required to attend! 
   
Dr. Seuss’ Birthday Extravaganza (Grades K-5) 
Thursday, March 2, 4:00-5:00 p.m. 
It’s Dr. Seuss’s birthday! Come celebrate at the library in wacky Dr. Seuss fashion with a story, craft, treat, and games.  
 
Warm up with a Good Book: Children’s Book Discussions (Grades 1-3)   
Stay: The True Story of Ten Dogs by Michaela Muntean 
Monday, March 6, 6:30-7:15 p.m.  
We’ll warm up with a hot treat as we discuss each month’s book and participate in other activities related to each book. 
Books are available at Patron Services one month prior to the discussion. 
 
LEGO @ the Library (Grades K-5) 
Wednesday, March 8, 4:00-5:00 p.m. 
If you love LEGO, this is the program for you! Come to the library to build new creations, participate in LEGO activities, 
and more. A separate registration is required for each month. Sponsored by The Friends of the Library.  
 
Shark Tank Junior: Craft Sale for Kids and Teens (Grades 1-8) 
Saturday, March 11, 2:00-4:00 p.m. 
All young entrepreneurs are invited to bring their business to the library! Sell your homemade jewelry, sewing projects, 
artwork, or any other craft items at your own booth in our sale for kids and teens. Here is your chance to be creative and 
make some money. Learn about sales, customer service, and marketing your product. Besides selling their products, kids 
can also make a pitch to representatives from Itasca Bank & Trust Co., just like on Shark Tank. The bank will offer advice 
to the young entrepreneurs and a cash prize will be awarded by the bank for best overall booth. An application must be 
submitted along with your registration by March 6.  
 
Magic School Bus Ups and Downs (Grades K-3) 
Tuesday, March 14, 4:00-4:45 p.m. 
Each month, we’ll join Ms. Frizzle on a new adventure on her Magic School Bus! Each program will include crafts, games, 
and a video based on an episode of the popular book series and television show.  
 
Fun with the Three Rs (For Families) 
Tuesday, March 14, 7:00-8:00 p.m. 
S.C.A.R.C.E. will inspire you to reduce, reuse, and recycle at this fun program for kids and adults of all ages. Following a 
short presentation, participants will make their own recycled paper and enjoy other hands-on activities. While all ages 
are invited to attend, the activities will be geared to kindergarten and older.  
 
Potato Chip Day (Grades K-5) 
Wednesday, March 15, 4:00-5:00 p.m. 
March 14th is National Potato Chip Day, and we’re celebrating at the library! Come for crafts, games, and, of course, a 
potato chip snack.  
 
 
 



Drop-In Itasca Pokémon League (All Ages) 
Sundays, March 19 & 26, 2:00-4:00 p.m. 
Come join in the fun at the library’s Pokémon League! Using your own cards and Pokémon video games, you can play 
and trade while meeting other Pokémon players who love collecting and playing just as much as you do.  No registration 
is required. 
 
Drop-In Spring Cleaning Craft Day (All Ages)  
Monday, March 27 and Tuesday, March 28, 9:00 a.m.-8:00 p.m. 
Help the Youth Services librarians clean out their closet by making a fun craft! Just stop by the Youth Department; no 
registration is required. 
 
Once Upon a Fairy Tale (Grades K-4) 
Thursday, March 30, 1:00-2:00 p.m. 
Celebrate traditional and fractured fairy tales with stories, crafts, and more.  
 

 
 

 


